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"Our mission is to bring the good news of Jesus Christ's love to our entire community through 

traditional Anglo-Catholic worship, fellowship, outreach, and Christian formation." 

Our Vision: “We strive to be a haven of healing, reconciliation, joy and peace in service to our wider 

community and beyond, so that our example in prayer and practice may reflect Christ’s love for us all.  

 

THIS SUNDAY — February 25, 2024 

“Conquerors Through Christ’s Love  

 

 

 

 

It may be true that suffering has the effect of 

making us more sympathetic towards those who 

suffer in the world. However, what Jesus’ Way of 

Love teaches us is that we should always, as bearers 

of His Good News, give hope to the hopeless, strive 

to heal the infirm, and restore wholeness of life to 

the broken ones.  

 

In this view, suffering as such has no merit in itself. We should not seek suffering for 

its own sake. That makes no sense at all if we believe in an all-loving God. But we 

must be willing to undergo suffering for the sake of love. 

 

Many who oppose or simply do not follow the Christian faith have objected that an 

all-loving God could not have delivered His own Son to a shameful and horrible death 

to save others. The omnipotent God could surely have found another way to save us 

from our sins. But there is a lot of confusion here. 

 

It is not that God relished in Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. If we believe that Christ is 

the Second Person of the Trinity, then God Himself suffered in the person of Jesus 

Christ. He suffered rejection, betrayal, and physical torment. He suffered a cruel 

death. But this suffering had a saving purpose. It was not useless. Through His 



sacrificial death, Christ conquered the powers of evil, and death itself. And He did not 

conquer them only for Himself, but for all who would follow His Way of Love. 

 

What made this conquering possible? Unconditional and sacrificial love. There is no 

power stronger than this purest form of love. God is love. He is all-powerful because 

He is all-loving, He does not spare His only-begotten Son (Himself in the dynamic of 

the Trinity) for the sake of His love for humankind. So, this opens for us all the doors 

to real and abundant life in His self-giving love. 

 

But as His followers in this loving life-giving way, we must also be willing to make 

sacrifices. We do not live in God’s fulfilled Kingdom as yet. This Kingdom has been 

inaugurated by Jesus Christ our Lord. He has already shown us, in His words and 

deeds, in His way of life, the signs of God’s Kingdom of justice, harmony, healing, and 

love. But we are not there yet. 

 

Our reconciling mission as the Body of Christ—the Church—is to keep on making 

these signs visible to the world, so that through the conquering power of love the day 

may come when we can finally truly state,“Thy Kingdom HAS COME”. 

 

In the meantime, notwithstanding, the opposing forces of evil of this world and the 

dark spiritual realms are still acting against this saving purpose. And they act with 

formidable slyness and cruelty. As followers of Christ we need to be aware of this fact. 

We will encounter great suffering in this world, not only because of our still 

unredeemed mortal nature, but mainly because of these opposing forces of evil in the 

world. 

 

Evil cannot be fought with greater evil. It would be like trying to put out a fire by 

adding more fire. Unfortunately, such an obvious conclusion has still not been 

reached by the main leaders of the world. And wars and conflicts continue to be 

waged, even in this 21st century. The only thing that can conquer something is its 

opposite. The antidote of evil is goodness, or unconditional love. As unpractical as it 

may seem, this is the only way evil will ever be conquered and defeated in the world. 

 

No unjust evil that we suffer in this world, as St. Paul clearly stated in his Letter to 

the Romans, can ever separate us from Christ’s love.  

 

Here is what he wrote to the Romans, “Who will separate us from the love of Christ? 

Will hardship or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

…No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loves us. For 

I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 



nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

And St. Paul was not speaking in abstract terms, he had been suffering and would 

suffer all those, and even death, for Christ’s sake.  

 

Oh, that our conviction today might be just half as strong as his! 

 

Fr. Carlos E. Expósito 

 

Readings for the Second Sunday in Lent: Genesis 22:1-14   Romans 8:31-39     

Psalm: 16:5-11   Mark 8:31-38 

 

 

CALENDAR 

 

Note:  We worship in our historic church. The service will also be on Zoom. The 

service time is 10am. Tuesday Noon Mass and Friday during Lent Great Litany, Via 

Crucis held in All Saints’ Church 

 

SUNDAY     February 25  The Second Sunday in Lent 

                      10:00am Mass in All Saints’ Church 

                      Join Zoom Meeting from our web site at www.allsaintschurch.org 

                      Recording of Mass available at www.allsaintschurch.org 

                      Christian Formation and First Communion Instruction for Children 

                      Ages 5-12 in the Parish Hall from 10:00am-10:45am 

                      Adult Christian Formation Meets this Sunday, February 25 at noon 

                      in the Rector’s Office and the Library 

 

TUESDAY  Noon Mass in St. Mary Chapel 

 

THURSDAY  Spanish Class on Thursdays, from 1pm-3pm in the Library. 

FRIDAY      11:30am Great Litany 

                       12:00pm Via Crucis 

                       12:40pm Way of Love Lenten Study Group (Rector’s Office)  

 

http://www.allsaintschurch.org/
http://www.allsaintschurch.org/


SUNDAY  March 3, 2024  The Third Sunday in Lent 

                      10:00am Mass in All Saints’ Church 

                      Join Zoom Meeting from our web site at www.allsaintschurch.org 

                      Recording of Mass available at www.allsaintschurch.org 

                      Christian Formation and First Communion Instruction for Children 

                      Ages 5-12 in the Parish Hall from 10:00am-10:45am 

                      Adult Christian Formation Meets next on Sunday, March 10 at noon 

                      in the Rector’s Office and the Library 

 

 

OUR CORE VALUES:  

 

• Welcoming strangers like old friends 

• Embracing the Anglo-Catholic tradition 

• Being dependable members of a caring community 

• Respecting each other's differences 

• Being faithful stewards of God's gift 

• Remembering that God loves everyone unconditionally 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Anglo-Catholic Parish in the Episcopal Diocese of San Diego 

www.allsaintschurch.org 
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